


PITTSBURGH RECORDER. 








AWAKE, AWAKE; PUT ON THY STRENGTH, O Z10N—Isatan. 











_— 
eS ae 





Vout. II.—No. 30. ] 


(AUGUST 14, 1823.4 


[ Woe No. 82. 


—- ——— 





ame 





¢ Extract of the Sixth Report of the Phi 


ladelphia Sunday and Adult School 
Union: read at their Annual Meet- 
ing held in the German Reformed 


Churth May 27, 1823. 
Tie following narrative of facts 


derived from foreign sources as well 


as from the reports of schools be 
longing to this Union, will afford 


the strongest proof of the claims 


of these Societies on the public 
bounty. 


Holland—The accounts from this 


kingdom are very pleasing. The 
king, nobles, and principal citizens, 


all patronise & support the schools, 


which assemble for religious in- 


struction on the Sabbath day. Am- 
sterdam, ‘Rotterdam, the Hague, 
Leyden, Capelle, Hillegondsberg, 
aud other places were visited in’ 


1822, anda truly delightful repre 
sentation is given of the devoted at 


tention there paid to the religious 
instruction of both children and a- 


dulis. 


France.—In this country there 


are still great impediments to the ex- 
tension of Sunday Schools. Some 
new ones, however, have been 
formed during the last year, and re- 
ligious instruction is making  pro- 
vress. 

~ India -—The Rev. Mr. Ward cal. 
culates that there are 20,000 neath 
on children receiving instruction in 
India. As the Sabbath is not in ge- 
neral observed, these schools caa 
not be called Sunday schools. Yet 
ihey will no doubt prove eminently 
useful in introducing all the bless 
ed institutions of the gospe! inte 
‘hat country. 





Ceylon. ——-The Wesleyan Mission: 
ary Society reports on this Istand 
86 schools, 120 teachers, 5/66 
scholars. The following is an ex- 
tract from the last report of this 
Society. ‘*Nearly all the children 


join in the responses of the Ching- 


halese Liturgy, and manifest the 
most becoming attention to the plain 
discourses which are delivered — 
The attention of some of “them, is 
very striking. The emotionsexcited 
by the different turus of the dis- 
course, being very distinctly mark- 
ed upon their coloured countenan- 
ces. A considerable number of the 
scholars are truly serious, and of the 
conversion of several of them, there 
is every Satisfactory proof we could 
ask. ‘lhus we beholda generation 
rising up, who are from their child. 
hood, trained in religious principles, 
and religious habits: who feel the 
sacredness of the holy Sabbath, and 
who learn to bow their knees in se- 
cret before the Father of the spirits 
of all flesh.”? 

South Seas.—The following is an 
extract from a letter written by Mr. 
Chares Bariff. formerly a Sunday 
school teacher in London, to the 
Sunday School Union Society in 
that city. The letter was written 
at Huahine. 

‘Weare happy to inform you that 
we have inaddition to day schools, 
a Sunday school 230 boys, and 120 
girls. ‘The reason why the boys, 
are more numerous than the girls, 
is, the female children were more 
frequently murdered, than the male 
children, in their horrid custom of 


‘infanticide, while the males were 
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saved for the purpose of war. All 
such horrrid customs have long 
since fallen with their idalatry, we 
hope never to rise again. The 
chidren are instructed by pious na- 
tive teachers, six females, and six 
males, besides the superintendent.” 

Well may we exclaim, ‘*What 
hath the Lord wrought!’ Behold, 
here, an answer to every antichris- 
tian objection to the missionary ex- 
ertions! A Sunday school in Hua- 
hine, where lately the Lord’s day 
was not known, and conducted by 
thirteen native teachers. 

West Africa.— The scholars edu- 
cated by the Church Missionary So- 
ciety, on the Western Coast of Af- 
rica, amount to more than 4000.— 
There is a Sunday school at Free- 
town, containing 120 scholars. And 
a Missionary Asssociation has been 
formed among the boys, which con- 
tributes to the propagation of the 
gospel at the rate of £10 ($44 40) 
per annum. 

South Africa.—Several Sunday 
schools have been formed in the 
different settlements of South Atri- 
ca, viz. at Salem, Green Foun- 
tain, Somerset-place, New Bristol, 
and Salem Hill. 

Newfoundland.—In this Island 
there are seventeen Sunday schools, 
containing 1080 scholars, under the 
care of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society. The schools are in a 


Grenada 550, Barbadoes 400, Ba- 
hama 573, Total, 6,187. 

In Antigua, the Church Mission- 
ary Society have also the care of 
1424 children in their Sunday 
schools: and the United Brethren 
have two schools, the one at St. 
John’s and the other at Gracehill. 

freland.-It appears by the twelfth 
annual report of the Sunday School 
society for Ireland, that there were 
in the year 1822, under its direc- 
tion, 1.558 schools, 173,384 scho- 
lars, & 10,370 gratuitous teachers. 

Great Britain —Qn the Island of 
Great Britain, according to the 
last accounts in 1822, there appears 
to have been 5,637 schools, 50,375 
teachers, and 656,542 scholars. 

The managers sincerely wish it 
was in their power to give a detail- 
ed statement of the number of Sun- 
day schools, teachers, and scholars 
in the United States. , 


PRIMITIVE MISSIONARIES. 


From Whelpley’s Mis. Sermon. 

When [think of the little that 
has been done, how feebly the true 
spirit of the gospel has shewed it- 
self in efforts to save mankind, I 
am ashamed and confounded. Oh, 
my brethren, is it not enough that 
for fifteen centuries, Christianity 
has been truly a retiring, suffering, 
afflicted child of heaven, pursuing 
her invisible way through fear and 


prosperous state, and have been'silence? Is it not enough that for 


productive of great benefits. 
West-Indies.—The following is; 
a sketch of the number of children, 


fifteen centuries, Christianity has 
been visibly the proud & selfish mis- 
tress of one-fifth of the globe, & has 





chiefly Sunday scholars; under the! 


care of the Wesleyan Missionary’ 
Society. | 

Antiqua 3000, Jamaica 106, Do-; 
minica 193 Montserat 160, Nevis! 
135, St. Kits 170, St. Eustatius 200, j 
St. Bartholomew 30, St. Martin 50, 


Tortola 500, St. Vincent 300, 





done nothing but multiply the trap- 
pings of her greatness, and gild the 
chains of her despotism, and array 
herself in many robes, & diadems, 
and sceptres, as it were in very 
mockery of Him, whose crown was 
of thorns, and whose sceptre was 4 


reed? 
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_ Consider, for a moment, how|forsaken, was seen ascending “the 
gloriously Paul illustrated the be-|throne of the Caesars, in the midst 
nevolent spirit of the gospel; and|of bowing sceptres and worships 
I would fain try the force of his ex-| ping millions. , | 
ample, and of those who have been; Was it not the same spirit, that 
like him, in exciting your efforts|actuated the men, who began and 
in the missionary cause. I would] carried forward the ever memorable 
tell you how they lived, as stran-|Reformation? Of Huss and Je+ 
gers and pilgrims on earth; how}rome, of Wickliffe and Luter, of 
they expected to be despised by the} Zuingli and Knox? Read the story 
world, and were prepared for it by}of their labours and_privations, of 
the consciousness of noble effort,|their zeal and preseverance, of their 
and the commanding evidences of!patience and sclf sacrifices, of their 
things unseen. I would-tell you how|success and martyrdom, and you 
‘tin the light of Immanuel’s cross,| will seein them the rising, resist- 
they beheld poverty and riches,ease'less force of the same spirit that ac- 
and torture, honour and reproach, |tuated the great Aposile of the Gen- 
lifeand death, with a placid spirit; tiles. 
and how the great world and all that} And is it not the same spirit that 
it contains, shrunk to a point of va-' has moved the latter missionaries of 
nity, as before the dying lustre of the cross? hose who within a few 


his eye. who once wept over its sins Years have explored vast regions of 
andmiseries. I would tell you how: “5!% a yaad ——- of t 
: rica, and penetrated far into the wilds 
they traversed kingdoms; and how. 7°?" "| 

y 5 7 of America? Oh, if you would know 


th vanities, the riches’ se 
1e pomps and van \ wre genius of evangelism, go visit the 


and honours, the science and phi-|rombs of Swartz and Vanderkemp, 
Josophy, the arts and arms, the! ang Martyn,and Brainerd, and Elliot, 


princes and the gods, of the world! and a host beside. The light, which 








fell prostrate before the triumphant they bore, still burns with increasing 


march of the gospel of Jesus!” 
They were ‘not disobedient to 
the heavenly vision.”? They en- 
gaged with as much resolution and 
promptitude, as if the world’s re- 
demption depended upon their 1in- 
dividual exertions. 
grandeur,and the spirituality of their 
calling they would not be charge- 
able with the perdition of those mi- 
serable Gentiles, to whom they 
might communicate the ‘‘gospel of 
the grace of Gov.’? They went 
from city to elty, from nation 


Feeling the ° 


brightness in the regions where they 
laboured, and sheds a glorious lustre 
upon the places of their last repose. 
You will find their monuments far off 
towards the setting of the sun, where 
the savage of the wilderness roains: 
you will find them on Ethiopia’s arid 





plains, where God is only seen in the 
.sirocco or the sun: you will find them 


-°: where the noble Ganges rolls his tide 


| through a world of idolaters: you will 
find them where the pale crescent 
istill gleams over a land of cruelty 


and death: 5 


RS me mn 


to nation; they scattered them-| f Revival of Religion has com- 
selves throughout the known world: menced and is progressing ID the 
inevery village, in every capital. city of Charleston, S.C. Dr. Pal- 
converts were multiplied; till in a mer is much engaged, and Chris 
comparatively short period the tians generally feel a deep interest 
daughter of Zion, who sat weeping in the work. About 300, it is sup- 
at the tomb of Joseph, afflicted and posed, have been awakened. 
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“RICAN ISLANDS. 
MADAGASCAR. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From the journal of the Rev.David 
Griffiths, one of the Society’s Mis- 
sionaries, we extract some passages 
illustrative of the state and habits 
of the people. 

Traits of Native Manners. 

His Majesty one day employed 
an Englishman to cut his hair at 
his country seat: when his majesty 
returned, he informed us that he 
had cut his hair inthe English fa- 
shion. ‘The natives take much pride 
in plaiting their long black hair very 
neatly and curiously: of this they 
thoughtso highly, that IT am per 
suaded if a person would have offer- 
ed any of them a thousand pounds 
for cutting off his hair, be would 
not have accepted it. But their at- 
tachment to the king and regard for 
his character are such, that they 
thought little of their plaiting hair 
any more, and would not rest satis- 
fied till the king was pleased to give 
them his consent to cut theirs also. 

On the following morning, the 
children of the school and the prin. 
cipal people in the town would give 
us no rest till we lent them combs 
and scissors for that purpose, say- 
ing, that they now are become like 
the whites. Thoughthis is appa- 
rently a trivial affair, we look upon 
it as no small preparative to the re- 
ception of more important instruc- 
tions, principles, manners, and cus- 
toms. Ever since, the king dress- 
es himself in a European dress; 
and many of the peopleshave put 
on hats and caps and have paid 

greater attention to cleanliness and 

decency of dress. 

Mutiny of Women against the Mission- 

aries 

_ The following extract discloses a 

singular scene. It took place on 


[the the 15th and 17h of April of 


last vear. The word ‘*Kabar? 
seems to be used for a message or 
address, and also fora public meet- 
ing; and to be analagous to the 
‘Talk?’ of the Indians. 

The king was informed of a mu- 
tiny of women, from a district to 
the north, who rose against him and 
the whites in town. Orders were 
instantly issued to collect the sol- 
diers; and, in less than two hours, 
2600 were gathered together in the 
royal courtyard. A ‘*Kabar’? was 
delivered to them, relative to their 
fidelity and allegiance: they unani- 
mously protested,that ifany of their 
brothers or sisters, fathers or ma- 
thers, should discover the least dis- 
affection to the king, they would be 
the first,by his majesty’s permission, 
to put them to death. 

The next day, about 4000 females 
arrived at a village about a mile to 
the east of the town, and seut their 
Kabar to the king, saying, that they 
were come to inform his majesty 
that they were not satisfied with his 
proceedings. The king sent to 
them a messenger, to demand what 
were their grievances—-whether 
they were vexed because their 
friends and relations were made sol- 
diers and employed in his service, 
or because they were to heavily tax- 
ed. They answered in the nega- 
tive: but the leaders came forward, 
and said that they were come to 
testify their dissatisfaction with his 
majesty’s proceedings, and request 
lim to change his conduct & put an 
end to or deliver the waHiTes in 
town up tothem. His majesty sent 


them asecond message to this ef- 
fect:—‘Am I not king, and may I 
not do as I please in these matters, 
without consulting you?” 

The next orders issued were, {o 





out of the 


select the ringleaders 








crowd, and inquire who were the 
first instigators of this insurrection— 
whether there were any MEN, who 
had excited them to it, or was it 
merely their own invention? They 
boldly replied, that Tuey, and they 
only were the instigators of it; and 
said that every woman of note, even 
the king’s own mother, should be 
fined a Spanish dollar, it she refus- 
ed to join them, 

The next orders delivered were, 
to set four of the principal women 
apart from the rest; and, as soon as 
the gun fired, the soldiers of the 
district ran, asthey were ordered, 
with great speed, and put them to 
death with tieir bayonets. 

When this unhappy affair was 
over, his majesty sent for us, both 
missionaries and artisans, and in- 
formed us of the painful duty which 
he had been obliged to discharge, 
in consequence of the insurrection 
of these silly women. ‘‘These wo- 
men,’’ said he, “were disaffected, 
because they wished to remain for 
ever in ignorance, and be like 
beasts; and because I would have 
them instructed and become wise, 
and like Europeans—because they 
were displeased with me for cutting 
my hair without consulting them, 
and also adopting European cus- 
toms;”’ adding, that he had put four 
of the principal ones to death, and 
that we need not apprehend any 
evil on account of that, ‘‘for,’’ said 
he, ‘I will arrange all things so as 
to put an end at once to such wick- 
ed devices as these.”? We thanked 
him for his gracious promises of 
regard and protection. 

Great Kabar or Public Meeting. 

On the 23d of April, Mr Griffiths 
writes— 

To make the necessary prepara- 
tions for the great Kabar, on the 
ensuing Thursday his majesty lefi 
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the capital, this morning, in great 
pomp for Amboomang, the former 
residence of his royal father. The 
principal officers in the army,riding, 
preceded the train: his majesty, 
walking down the hill followed with 
his body guard and female singers. 
Having reached the plain, he rode 
zently on the opposite hill, where 
he was saluted and received by two 
regiments, forming two separate 
lines from top to bottom; and then 
ascended the bill, marched on be- 
tween the lines to Amboomang. The 
immense crowds of all ranks which 
followed were such, that every road 
and path was completely covered; 
30 that this populous town was al- 
most deserted by its inhabitants 

On the 25th, this Kabar was held. 
Mr. Griffiths gives the following 
view of this remakarble scene: 

His majesty was pleased to send 
horses for Mr. Jones and myself, 
and bearers for Mrs. Jones and 
Mrs. Griffiths; but deeming it ra- 
ther dangerous to expose them to 
the heat of the sun, we only accept- 
ed of ithe horses—started off carly 


spot, about 15 miles north of the ca- 
pital, about S A. M. 

On our arrival, we were astonish- 
ed to fiad, among the numerous hills 
around, such a large and beautiful 
plain, occupied by the army, and 
toseesuch an immense crowd of 
ncople surrounding the parade 
ground. 

When the regiments to the east, 
west and south of the parade were 
formed, his majesiy moved forward 
from a neighboring hill, with the 
second brigade guarding him and 
two field pieces, and fifty royal ar- 
tillery; to the northeast of the pa- 
rade he was received by a general 
salute. After riding in his carriage 





round, and reaching the stage er- 


in the morning, and arrived on the 
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rected in the centre of the plain, he 
took off the military uniform, and put 
on that of the Kabar. And having 
seated himself, he was pleased to 
send for Mr. Jones and myself to 
come and sit with him on the stage, 
that we might have a complete view 
of the soldiers going through their 
exercise. he regularity and dexte- 
rity which they exemplified gave the 
king great satisfaction. After going 
through several rounds, they were 
called in, and formed into close co- 
lumns, as near as convenient to the 
stage, that they might hear to ad- 
vantage. The king gave orders to un- 
fix bayonets, while he should pray.— 
His prayer consisted of a few words, 
offering thanks to God, or the King 
of heaven, for past favours, and pray- 
ing for future blessings. The soldiers 
having fixed bayonets, his Majesty 
delivered an eloquent sheech, which 
was no less cheered by the Military 
than applauded by the populace. He 
commended his soldiers, declaring 
them to be invincible. His compll- 
ments wese applauded by loud and 
gencral acclamations. Sf 
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¢ REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 

The following extract of a letter 
tothe Editor, from Rev. Geo. Scott, 
dated at Hookstown, Beaver C. Pa. 
August 4, 1623, contains very pleas. 
ing intelligence of the progress of 
religion in the Flats and Miil Creek 
congregations.—May the good work 
ex end, and all our churches be vis- 
ited with a rich effusion of the Ho- 
ly Spirit! 

‘On Sabbath the 8th day of June 
last, the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was administered in the 
Flats congregation; on which oc 
casion 06 persons made application 
jor the distinguishing privileges of 
the church, 45 of whom were ad- 
mitted, aud of these ten: received 
baptism. The scene was solemn 
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beyond what I have ever witnessed 
in these congregations. Six of one 
family publicly devoted themselves 
to God with all the others who were 
admitted, viz. the father, mother, 
and four children all come to adult 
years. Since the commencement 
of this gracious work last fall, | have 
conversed with 118 persons, who 
were under serious impressions,4 of 
whom are since dead, and 7 have 
removed from the bounds of the 
congregation. I have since heard 
of six more that have been brought 
under serious impressions; making 
the whole number that has come to. 
my knowledge to be 124. How ma- 
ny of these may be the subjects ofa 
change of heart God only knows; - 
but as far as I can leara, but one of | 
them has turned back to careless- 
ness and folly. 

Convictions, for the most part, 
appear deep. Sinners are brought 
to feel the awful depravity of their 
own liearts; but few are filled with 
those terrors which usually accom- 
pany general awakenings; and those 
who have been admitted, have had 
clear and scriptural discoveries of 
the doctrines of grace, and of the 
plan of salvation. There are now 
three praying societies of young 
men in the 2 congregations, which I 
occasionally attend. The work, 
however, is not general through the. 
congregations, although some indi- 
viduals are brought under convic- 
tions almost in every quarter; but, 
in Mill Creek, it is chiefly confined 
to a society that meets weekly for 
prayer in the vicinity of Hookstown; 
and, in the Flats, principally along 
Tombleson’s Run, and in the vicin- 
ity of the village of Manchester. 

The means which appear to have 
been peculiarly blessed were the 
preaching of the doctrines of. the 
cross of Christ, social prayer, reli- 











gious couversation among the mem- 
bers, visitations through the congre- 
gations by neighbouring ministers, 
and instructions given in the Sab- 
bath Schools.—It is worthy of re- 
mark, that the work is alinost en- 
tirely confined to the families which 
have taken an active part in the 
Sabbath Schoo! Institution. The 
subjects of serious impressions are 
of all ages from eleven to sixty; but 
couvictions have been particularly 
powerful among the youth.—In- 
deed, taking every consideration in- 
to view, the work has manifesied it- 
self to be of God; and to him be all 
the glory.—Dear sir, pray for us, 
that God may grant us a more pow- 
erful shower of divine grace. And 
that all the churches of Christ may 
partake of the same blessing is the 
sincere prayer ot yours in the Gos- 


pei, GEO. SCOTT.”’, 


—— 





“WILLIAMSPORT SABBATH SCHOOL. * 
The first quarterly Report of the Su- 
frerintendents of the Williamsport 

Sabbath School Association. 

To the President and Matagers of 
said Association. 

GENTLEMEN—In complying with 
the duties incumbent on us by the 
Constitution of this School, we pro- 
ceed, in a very brief manner, To lay 
before you the facts relating to our 
proceedings. 

We would merely state, that we 
engaged in this important work, with 
many fears for the prosperity of the 
institution—but notwithstanding we 
feel grateful that we have it in our 
power to inform you, that the pro- 
gress of the School has far exceeded 
our most sanguine expectations. We 
commenced our School with 35 scho- 
lars, we have now onour register 101 
scholars; 63 of which are females 
(including 6 blacks) leaving 38 males 
(including 4 blacks,) about. 70 of 
whom have been punctual in their at- 
tendance, and conducted themselves 
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with such propriety, that in no case 
has reproof been necessary.—Said 
scholars have been classed agreeably 
to the by-laws of the institution, and 
taught by 16 teachers, viz. 6 males 
and 10 females.—Here we deem it 
not necessary to lay before you a spe- 
cific statement of the individual re- 
citations, but shall only state to you 
the aggregate amount of verses of 
Scripture, Psalms, Hymns and Ques- 
tions, committed during the quarter, 
which are as follows, viz. Scripture, 
Psalms and Hymns, 12,879; Ques- 
tions, 2,820; total, 15,699: —10,320 of 
which were recited by the females in 
the first class;—~and 316 by the little 
girls of the second class—of which 
whole number 5,180 were recited by 
four young girls. 

And in taking a view of the pleas- 
ing prospects of our association, we 
think the warmest thanks of its mem- 
bers are due to the ladies and gentle- 
men, who are engaged in the impor- 
tant work of teaching; and we would 
also add, that we would do great in- 
justice to our own feelings, did we 
omit to render our most sincere 
thanks to them also, for their unre- 
mitted attention and indefatigable Ia- 
bour in their respective stations; and 
although we are unable to state that 
we have had any special marks of the 
divine presence amongst us, yet we 
would hope from the serious atten- 
tion and apparent disposition to pro- 
mote the cause of Zion, that indue 
time, through the blessing of the 
Redeemer, many of them shall yet 
become shining lights, zealous for the 
promotion of the Redeemer’s cause, 
and heirs of his eternal glory, by an 
earnest application to Christ, for 
that spirit of light and wisdom which 
will enable them and us, by faith, to 
lay hold of that precious promise, 
that “in due season we shall reap, if 


we faint not.” 
JAMES GORDEN, 


JESSE MARTIN, 
Superintendents. 


July 25, 1823., . 
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ior the Pittsburgh Recorder. 
NOVEL-READING. 
(Continued from page 457.) 
It only remains to speak of the 
one thousandth part—not included in 
the classes already characterized. Of mind of every one who looks upon it. 


the greater portion of these the most 
favourable account that can be given 
is, that they are innocent and amusing 
compositions. But even with regard 
to a considerable number which have 
been commonly placed among the 
useful novels, a correct judge would 
scarcely be willing to pronounce 
them innocent without some qualill- 
cation. After all these deductions, 
how small is the number of those 
which can be said to merit a perusal, 
or which can be considered as_tend- 
ing in any tolerable degree to en 
lighten the mind, or promote the in- 
terests of virtue and happiness! So 
small indeed, that out of the numer: 
cus volumes which a simple cata- 
logue of the novels produced in the 
eighteenth century would fill, a single 
page would embrace all that could 
with propriety be recommended to 
the attention of the youthful mind. 
Many novels, which contain no li- 
centious principles or indelicate di- 
scripuions, are still defective, in as 
much as they are not pictures of na- 
ture. When this is the case, though 


= e ° 2 
they be not chargeable with making; 
a direct attack on the fortress of vir-. 


tue, yet they are only fitted to mis- 
lead. ‘Yo fill the mind with unreal 
and delusive pictures of life, is in the 
end, to beguile it from sober duty, 
and to cheat it of substantial enjoy- 
ments. Were all the mischicf pre- 
sented to our view, which has been 
done to thoughtless, unsuspecting 
minds, by fictious writings of this 
Character, it would be found to form 
a mass of crime and misery too great 
for the ordinary powers of calcula- 
tion. 


But it is not enough that the fiction 
It may in no case 


be true to nature. 
departfrom the probable and natural; 
every line may be drawn with a strict 














‘regard to the original character de- 


signed to be represented; the most 
transient beholder may pronounce the 
likeness to be perfect; and yet the 
view may be fitted to corrupt the 


Phe truth is, there are many charac- 
ters which ought never to be drawn 
in fiction, as there are many which 


-oughtnever to be contemplated in fact. 


And he who regards the wisdom of a 


child will be as anxious to withhold 
from him the view of many natural 


and lively descriptions of vice, as to 
keep him from the company of those 
who are really vicious. * * * * * 
There have been men indeed sflen- 
didly wicked, whose endowments 
threw a brightness on their crimes, 
and whom scarce any villany made 
perfectly detestable, because they ne- 
ver could he wholly divested of their 
excellencies; but such have been in all 
ages the greatest corrupters of the 
world; and their resemblance ought 


[nd more to be preserved than the art 


of murdering without pain.* 
Estimating morals then, not as they 
might be made, but as they are in fact, 
it may be asserted that there is no 
species of wriling promiscuously pe- 
rused, which has a more direct ten- 
dency todiscourage the acquisition of 
solid learning to fill the mind with 
vain tnnatural, and delusive ideas,and 
to deprave the moral tastet. It would 





*On this principle it 1s plain that 
such a character as om Joanes ought 
never to have been exhibited by a 
friend to virtue. And though the 
characters drawn by Richardson are 
by no means so liable to censure on 
this ground as several of those by 
Fielding, yet it may be doubted whe- 
ther the Lovelace of the former,taken 
in all its parts, be a character calcu- 
lated to make a virtuous impression, 
especially on the youthful mind. 


tThe celebrated Dr. Goldsmith in 
writing to his brother respecting the 
education of a son, expresses himself 











perhaps be difficult to assign any sin- 
ele cause that has contributed so 
much to produce that lightness and 
frivolity which remarkably charac 
terize the eighteenth century as the 
unexampled multiplication and the 
astonishing popularity of this class 
of writings. 

The friend of novels will perhaps 
agree that a fromiscuous perusal of 
them is dangerous and will plead for 
a discreet selection. But who is to 


[ 1 


| And to expect a wise choice to be 
made by parents and instructors, is to 
suppose what is never the case in any 
state of society, that they are gene- 
rally enlightened and virtuous. 

On the whole,the answer of a wise 
precepter to the main question re- 
specting the utility of novels would 
probably be something hke this:— 
That, wholly to condemn them and 
rigidly to forbid the perusal of any in 
the present state of the literary world 


make this selection? On whom will} would be an indiscreet and dangerous 


devolve the perplexing task of separ- 
ating the wheat from the chaif the 
food from the poison? If amid the 
mighty mass those which are tolera- 
bly pure, and especially those which 
are calculated to be useful be only 
now and then to be found, as a few 
scattered pearls in the ocean, shall 
the delicate and arduous task of mak- 
ing the choice, be committed to 
minds unfurnished with ideas and 
therefore easily susceptible of impres- 
sions; not fixed by principles, and 
therefore easily following the current 
of fancy; not informed by experience, 
and consequently open to every false 
suggestion, and partial account. 





in the following terms, which are the 
more remarkable, as he had himself 
written a novel: 

“Above all things never let your 
son touch a romance or novel; these 
paint beauty in colour more charming 
than nature; and describe happiness 
that man never tastes. How delu- 
sive,howdestructive are those pictures 
of consummate bliss! They teach 
the youthful mind to sigh after beau- 
ty and happiness, which never exist- 
ed; to despise the little good which 
fortune has mixed in our cup by ex- 
pecting more than she ever gave; 
and in general take the word of a 
man who has seen the world, and has 
studied human nature more by ex- 


fextreme; that reading a very few 


therefore of the best is not unadvisa- 
ble;* that in selecting these,however, 
great vigilance and caution should be 
exercised by those to whom the deli- 
cate and difficult task is committed; 
that the perusal of a darge number 
even of the better sort, has a tendency 
too much to engross the mind, to fill 
it with artificial views, and to dimin- 





*The author has no hesitation in 
saying thatifit were possible he would 
wholly prohibit the reading of novels. 
Not because there are none worthy 
of bein. perused; but because the Lope 
that out of the polluted and mischie- 
vous mass continually presented to 
the youthful mind, a tolerably wise 
choice will in many cases be made 
can scarcely be thought a reasonable 
hope. As however those fictitious 
productions are strewed around us in 
such profusion and will more or less 
excite the curiosity of youth, the 
plea of ¢otal exclusion is seidom prac- 
ticable. In this case it is perhaps 
the wisest course to endeavour to 
rerulate the curiosity which cannor 
be prevented, and to exercise the ut- 
most vigilance in making a proper 
choice for its gratification, and in re- 
straining this eratification within 
small bounds. For it may with con- 
fidence be pronounced that no one 
was ever an extensive and especially 





perience than precept; take my word!an habitual reader of novels, even 


for it, I say, that such books teach us 
very little of the world.”—JLife of 


suppose them all to be well selected, 
without suffering both intellectual & 


Goldsmith, prefixed to his miscellane- , moral injury, and of course incurring 


ous works. 


a diminution of happiness. 
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ish the taste for fnore solid reading; 
but that a- young person habitually 
and indiscriminately devoted to no- 
vels is in a fair way to dissipate his 
mind, to degrade his taste, and to 
bring on himself intellectual and mo- 


ral ruin. 
mee Eire, 


MILL CREEK SABB. SCHOOL. 
The following is an extract of an 
Address delivered to the Mill Creek 
Sabbath School, (Beaver C. Pa.) Ju- 
ly 13,1823, by Joseph M‘Cready, the 
Superintendent of the School. | 
“When we seriously consider the 
relations we sustain, as members ol 
one great family, the divine injunc- 
tion, ‘Do good to all men,” and the 
opportunities and talents which our 
beneficent God affords us; we cannot 
fail to realize our responsibility for 
the improvement of them, and for 
the employment of every mean, in the 
proper discharge of our duty, in our 
endeavours to benefit mankind, and 
to glorify God. As the fruitless tree 
encumbers the ground, and the sloth- 
ful servant is subject to the same con- 
demnation as the unfaithful; so the 
inactive and useless members of so- 
ciety will be cast off as withered 
branches. When the steward is call- 
ed upon to give an account of his 
stewardship, and the servant of his 
talents, then every son and daughter 
of Adam must render an account of 
the talents unimproved, as well as of 
those which have been misemployed. 
The children of men form one 
great family, and the individual exer- 
tions of the respective members are 
necessary for the good of the whole. 
Asina family, so in a commonwealth, 
the mature, the healthy, and those 
who are able, are morally bound to 
cherish and support the young, the 
infirm, and the indigent, according 
to the circumstances in which they 
are placed; and to supply the wants 
of the necessitous, according to the 
ability which God has given for their 
relief. If these duties are required 
by the relation which we sustain in 


[civil society; how much more impe: 
rious are our obligations when consi- 
dered in connexion with moral, reli- 
gious, and eternal concerns? To in- 
struct the ignorant, to support the 
weak, to raise the depressed, to com- 
fort the mourner, to reclaim the im- 
moral, and to direct returning prodi- 
gals to the foot of Immanuel, consti- 
tute the duty, the delight, and the ge- 
nerous employment of the liberal, the 
wise, and the good. And probably 
among all the benevolent institutions 
of the present age, none have achiev- 
ed greater celebrity and success, with 
less means than those of Sabbath 
Schools, where instructions are given 
gratis, and religious tracts bestowed 
as a reward to stimulate to industry. 
By the Divine blessing accompany- 
ing these means, many instances have 
occurred in which the idle, the dis- 
solute, and the ungodly, have acquir- 
ed habits of industry, temperance, 
aud piety. Families have been snatch- 
ed from wretchedness and ruin, and 
restored to reputation and indepen- 
dence. Aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, have been brought 
into the fold of Christ. Pests to so- 
ciety have been transformed into its 
brightest ornaments; and the servants 
of Satan, taken into the family, and 
made the children of the most High 
God. Many, too, while engaged in 
these labours of love, by watering o- 
thers have been watered themselves; 
and the blessings which they have 
scattered around, have been returned 
seven-fold into their own bosom.— 
Impressed with the consideration of 
these facts, the managers of the Mill 
Creek Sabbath School desire to cast 
in their mite-—aware that the distin- 
guished honour of leading the way 
in these works of beneficence & love, 
belongs to others, nevertheless we 
view it as honourable to be followers 
of that which is good. While, there- 
fore, we rejoice to see the good works 
of others shine before men with 





brighter beams, and increasing splen- 
dour, be it ours, in beholding their 
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ood works, to walk in their light; 


scholars in general have acquitted 


and by a holy emulation, to glorify | themselves well both in the improve- 


our Father who is in heaven. 
not the day of small things be de- 
spised. We trust that our efforts, 
however feeble, have already been 
countenanced and blessed of God, as 
will appear from the report to which 
your attention is now called. 

The Secretary then read the Re- 
port which is as follows: 

Since the commencement of the 
school in August 1819, the total num- 


ber of scholars subscribed 150! 
Since removed from the bounds 
_ of the congregation SO 
Died since the commencement 2 
Number of those who have ceas- 

ed to attend — 40 
Average number that still at- 

tend 78 


Total number of verses recit- 





ed since the commencement. 

of the school 55,792 | 
Total number recited the last 

year 2430 
Total number recited by one 

scholar since the commence- 

ment 6799 
Recited by second best 4666 
Largest number recited by one 

person at one time, comimit- 

ted to memory in one week 757 
Recited by one scholar in a 

month 2618 
Total recited by Archibald 

Bake (a black man) since 

the commencement 3149 
Total by Doat Gray (a black 

man) since the commence- 


ment 9597 
Married since the school com- 
menced 221 


Total number admitted to the 
privileges of the church since 
the commencement $2 


Let! ment they have made in accuracy of 


reading, and in decency of behaviour, 
and the teachers have in general 
punctually attended to their duty. 
Submitted with due respect. 
JOSEPH M‘CREARY, 
Superintendent, 
James Moopy, Secretary. 


A Half Century Sermon.—Just is- 


‘sued from the Press of the Pitts- 


burgh Recorder an interesting, e- 
vangelical, plain, anj practical dis- 
course, enutled *‘A Half Century 
Sermon, delivered at West-Hart- 
ford, on the 19th day of October, 
1822; in which a Church and Con- 
gregation are commended to God, 
and the Word of his Grace. By Na- 
than Perkins. D. D” It was ori- 
ginally published at Hartford, Con. 
and is how republished in Pitts- 
burgh, by Rev. Joseph Patterson.— 
It contains 24 duodecimo pages. In 
a few days, it will be ready for dis- 
tribution, covered and trimmed; and 
will be sold very low, as personal 
emolument is not the object of the 
republisher. 





Mackenzie's Life of Calvin.—Mr. 
D. Hogan, bookseller, Philadel- 
phia, proposes to publish by sub- 
scription, ‘‘Memoirs of the Life 
and Writings of John Calvin, with 
a brief sketch of the History of the 
Reformation, by John Mackenzie,” 
and embellished with a Portrait of 
Calvin. The work shall be hand- 
somely printed, on good paper, in 
a duodecimo volume of about 300 





Your superintendent and secretary: 
lament that the laudable emulation; 
which appeared during the first year; 
of committing and reciting verses. 
from the word of God appears to be! 


pages, and bound in extra boards. 
The price to subscribers will be 
seventy-five cents, payable on deli- 
very in Philadelphia, or forwarded 
to order.—3c Subscriptions receiv- 


much onthe decline, and almost to, ed at the Office of the Pittsburgh Re 


have ceased with some; otherwise the: corder. 

































































A Short Essay on Praying Societies. 
Concluded irom page 459. 

A few of the advantages resulting 
from such associations may be next 
pointed out. 

1. Members thus associated watch 
over each other’s conduct, not how- 
ever as spies, or those who lie in 
wait for their neighbours’ halting; 
they act as guardians and counsel- 
lors, wio are deeply interested for 
the morals and religious conduct of 
each other; and every one is more 
careful lest he should, by his con- 
duct, offend his brother. Hence 
Christians become more tender and 
circumspect in the whole of their 
deporiment; whereas those who are 
members of no religious society 
are too generally more indifferent 
about their practice in the world.— 
How lamentable! Multitudes make 
it their boast, that as they are mem- 
bers of no religious society, they 
may freely proceed to acts of pro- 
fanity and immorality, which those 
who are members of religious soci- 
eties dare not do, seeing they can 
challenge any to take the smallest 
cognizance of their conduct, or pass 
a reflection on its tendency. Such 
sentiments are degrading to human 
nature, and beneath the dignity of 
beings formed for immortality.-But 
those, who are united by brotherly 
love, and in Christian fellowship, 
are more cautious and candid in 
their remarks in reference to their 
own conduct and that of others, hav- 
ing in view the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls. And their mutu 
al exhortations will, through the 
blessing of Gud, have a powerful 
influence in preserving them from 
unchristian conduct. 


2. The extension of religious, 


knowledge is another great advan- 
tage of such associations. Whena 
few are met together for the pur- 
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|pose of conversing about the truths 
of religion, a wider range of infor- 
mation is opened, than when an in- 
dividual pores upon his own tho’ts, 
without any associate to draw them 
forth by is remarks. A variety of 
genius must display avariety of ide- 
as and sentiments. _ Every one, by 
expressing his sentiments ona sub- 
ject, will add tothe general stock of 
information. <A multiplicity of re- 
marks are made in religious social 
meetings which would never have 
occurred, but for the impulse of 
the moment, and the auxiliary ideas 
of each other. Besides, the mind 
is more animated and vigorous in 
conversation, than in reading and 
hearing: for ‘tas iron sharpeneth 
iron, so does the countenance of a 
man his friend.” By comparing 
the ideas of congenial minds in con- 
versation truth is elicited. The 
mind expands rapidly in collecting 
knowledge from so many sources. 
A number of ideas, consistent with 
each other, on the same subject, is 
like a multitude of small rivulets all 
meeting together and terminating in 
one large stream, which becomes 
common to them all. When it is 
considered that this knowledge is 
of a spiritual kind, having respect 
to the glory of God and the salvation 
of souls, it must be of the last im- 
portance;all human knowledge.com- 
pared with this, is insignificant.—- 
Must not the Christian be deeply 
solicitous to obtain extensive views 
of the word of life, and to have his 
mind richly stored with the gra- 
cious promises and prospects con- 
tained in the word of God? But 
must it not be highly conducive to 








this end, to meet together for con- 
versation respecting them, and for 
encouraging each other in the noble 
exercise of searching tie Scripture‘ 
The knowledge obtained in this 





YP 
(a 


way is more impressive and better with those that weep, and endeavour 
retained, than that which is acquir- to promote each other’s spiritual & 
ed by reading. How advantageous everlasting advantage, 


then must it be for Christians to 
meet for religious conversation! © 


| 4. Anoiber happy result of the 
assembling together of Christians is 


3. The promotion of Christian’ their mutual edification. To pio- 
love and affection is another happy mote this important object, they are 


eflect of such associations. 


The| under the most sacred obligations. 


very spirit of good society is to cul-; They are exhorted to comfort each 
tivate friendship and benevolence; ' other, and edify one another in love; 


and the end of society, whether on a 
small or large scale, is to promote 
the general happiness. The legiti 

mate end of all political associations 
is to promote the internal happiness 
of their members; much more must 
the society of Christians be produc- 
tive of love and friendship. It was 
said of the primitive Christians, 
when they assembled together, ‘See 
how they love one another? This 
spirit has greatly decayed among 
Christians; and tho’ they are untied 
together as members of Christ’s 
mystical body, and are bound to 
love one another; yet how little is 
this spirit cultivated among profess- 
ors of religion! Instead of associat- 
ing together in the bands of love & 
affection, they stand aloof from each 
other, and conduct as if they were 
not members of the same household 
of faith, and fellow-travellers to the 
same eternal abode of love & friend- 
ship. Christian societies greatly 
tend to kindle the flame of Christian 
love. Hence the members commi- 
serate and endeavour to relieve the 
sorrows of each other, and exercise 
candour, forbearance, and forgive- 
ness, as particular occasions re- 
quire. They view each other as 
niembers of the same family, chil- 
dren of the same Father, disciples 
of the same Redeemer, partakers of 
the same blessings, and heirs of the 
same crown of glory; and therefore 
they will rejoice with those of 
their brethren who rejoice, weep 


to teach and admonish one another 
in psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in their 
hearts to the Lord. Surely, it mnst 
be highly conducive to their edifi- 
cation, for Christians to meet and 
converse freely about the great 
things which God has done for their 
souls, unite in praisirg his name, 
and in fervent supplication at his 
throne for his blessing on each other 
and on the church; for the prosper- 
ily of religion, the advancement of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, a display 
of the banners of the cross over all 
lands, and the union of all nations in 
the song ‘Worthy isthe Lamb that 
was slain for us.’ It must be ani- 
mating, consolatory, and establish- 
Ing, to Christians, to converse about 





‘the mystery of redeeming love, the 


ee me ee, 


success of the Gospel, the power 
of divine grace on the heart, and 
the pleasing hope which they enter- 
tain of a gloyious immortality. Ma- 
ny of the saints have found these 
assemblies to be Bethe!s, the house 
of Ged, the gate of heaven, where 
they have enjoyed much of the 
countenance of their heavenly Fa- 
ther, and sweet foretastes of the 
everlasting joy which is promised to 
them in a future and better world.- 
Let these important considerations 
influence all Christians to unite 
with their brethren in the delight- 
ful exercises which this essay is in- 
tended to recommend. 

In conclusion, it must be ro greal 
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sign of religion flourishing, or man- 
kind becoming more intelligent and 
serious, that these assemblies are 
so unfrequent, and so much neglect- 
ed, in our country. It is not an evi- 
dence that a congregation, con- 
sisting of four or five hun- 
dred members, because it has only 
a dozen of members who will as- 
semble for religious Conversation, 
is more flourishing and religious, 
than a congregation of the same 
magnitude which has in it twelve or 
fourteen praying societies. The 
averseness to such duties, and the 
unfrequency of such meetings, are 
manifest evidences of the lukewarm- 
ness of the present generation. 

It must surely be the duty of mi- 
nisters of the Gospei to inculcate on 
the members of their congregations 
their obligations to engage in social 
religious exercises, and endeavour 
to institute among them such socie- 
ties, that a spirit of prayer and sup- 
plication may be promoted, religion 
may prosper, and Zion in these U- 
nited States ‘‘rejoice and blossom 
as the rose.”’ SOCIUS. 

Canonsburgh, July 10, 1223. 


INTERESTING DISCOURSE. 
Ertracts from Dr. Miller’s Sermon, entitled 

“Literary Fountains Healed,” &e. (Conti- 

nued from page 462.) 

But what is that Salt, which we ought to 
wish and pray might be cast into these Foun- 
tains? What is that life-giving and health- 
ful influence, which is adapted to render se- 
minaries of learning a real blessing to soci- 
ety? Irepeat, what was before suggested— 
it is SOUND MORAL AND CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLE} 
—it is RELIGION—GENUINE, FRACTICAL Rett- 
qiox. In other words, it is the Holy Spirit 
of God, poured out upon the students;—in- 
spiring them with wisdom; controlling their 
passions; purifying their hearts and lives; 
working in them the fear and love of God; 
and disposing them, in their studies, and in 
all their intercourse, to make hts will the 
sovercign guide of their eonduct, and his 
slory the great end of their pursuits. No- 
thing less than this, rely on it, my friends, 





remedies for the corrupt tendencies of hu- 
man nature; but they will all be in vain. 
The ‘strong man armed,” can never be cast 
out, until One stronger than he comes and 
takes up his abode in the soul. Nothing less 
than the Religion of Jesus Christ, cordially 
embraced, and practically obeyed, is of suf- 
ficient potency to make such a society as this 
what it ought to be—a scene of order, puri- 
ty, diligence, harmony, and high-minded, 
fraternal emulation. We may tell young 
men, every day that we live, of the wisdom 
and happiness of virtue. We may prove to 
them, with all the force of demonstration, 
and with all the impressiveness of the most 
perfect eloquence, that the path of temper- 
ance, industry and undeviating regularity, 
is, in every respect, the wisest course. We 
may assure them, that it is as much their hap- 
piness and their honour, as it is their duty, 
to be all that their instructors ought to re- 
quire or wish. We may tell them all this. 
And they will fully believe us. They know 
that itisso. Their judgments and their con- 
sciences are decisively in favour of all that 
we say. But, ah! the heart is not gained. 

When, therefore, passion pleads; when the 

syren voice of pleasure calls—away they 
hasten, ‘“‘as an ox goeth to the slaughter” The 
monitions of conscience are either not heard 

at all, or, if neard, speedily drowned in the 

overflowing tide of youthful feeling. Alas‘ 
how many young men, whose sober convic~ 

tions, when consulted, are strongly on the 

side of virtue, have, notwithstanding, from 

the mere influence of appetite and passion, 

plunged irretrievably into opposite courses, 

and destroyed themselves, soul and body, 

for ever? 

We are all, by nature, dreadfully deprav- 
ed, my young friends. Thisdepravity reigns 
in the heart as well as in the life. The re- 
medy must, of course, be commensurate 
with the disease. And I know of no such 
remedy, but the grace of that God whu made 
the heart, and who alone can turn it “‘as the 
rivers of waters are turned.” Not that I am 
disposed to deny, that there are some young 
persons, as well as some in more advancea 
life, who are sober and blameless in their 
lives, although they have no genuine piety. 
There are, doubtless, such cases. But they 
are comparatively few; and when they doa 
occur, itis commonly either from peculiat 
physical temperament; or from the restrain- 
Ing influence of early education; or from 


such a predominant thirst after knowledge. 
or worldly aggrandizement, as triumphs 
over every other propensity. 
such cases, we have no security that this so- 
ber and exemplary course will last. Some 
unexpected change of circumstances, 0: 
some new temptation, may draw aside the 


And, even 1: 





wil answer the purpose. We may speculate 
and philosophize as we please about other 


most regular to their final ruin. 
ho securify-~{ sav again—to any one, young 


There is 














or old, but in Religion. We are all navigat- 


ing the ocean of life. None of us can tell} 


what storms and tempests may fall upon our 
frail bark, the next hour. ‘‘Pure Religion, 
and undefiled,” in its governing and consoling 
power, is the only effectual ‘anchor of the 
soul.”?>, Tuat can and will hold us, even in 
mid-ocean. But, without it, we are liable, 
at every age, and especially in the morning 
of life, when passion and appetite are strong, 
and experience small;—-liable, every mo- 
ment, to be dashed upon the rocks, or swal- 
lowed up in the merciless waves. 
(To be continued.) 


PITTSBURGH, THURSDAY, AUG. 14. 























Nomination for the Presidency.— 
At a numerous meeting of the citi- 
zens of Allegheny county, held in 
the Court House of this city on the 
6th inst. (Thomas Snodgrass, Esq. 
in the Chair, and Morgan Neville, 
Esq.and Mr. John S. Riddle. Se- 
cretaries) General Andrew Jackson, 
by an almost unanimous vote, was 
declared to be ‘the choice of the 
People.’? It was resolved, that o- 
ther counties of the State be request- 
ed to hold meetings for the expres- 
sion of public opinion on this sub- 
ject; and a committee was appoint- 
ed to prepare an address, expressive 


of the views of this meeting, and to, 


correspond with the friends of Gen. 
Jackson throughout this State and 
the Union, for the purpose of pro- 
moting his election. 


Suicide and Barbarity.— The fol- 
Jowing extract of a letter from our 
correspondent at Columbia, Tenn. 
presents to our view three instances 
of awful moral depravity. 

“In May last, eight miles North of 
me, a man of respectability, and 
having a reputable family, commit- 
ted suicide by shooting, without an 
known cause. And, yesterday week, 
about twenty miles South of me, an- 
other man was guilty of the same 
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cise of their reason; the former a- 
lone, back of his field; the latter in 
his father’s house, in the presence 
of the family, who were deterred 
from interfering by his threats—-On 
Thursday last, about seven miles 
West of me, two youths engaged in 
single combat: immediately after 
the combat, the one who was over: 
come, shotthe other thro’the breast: 
he was alive on Sabbath evening. —I 
rejoice that none of them were pro- 
fessors of religion. Why such con- 
duct is so much more common now 
than thirty years ago is unknown to 
your poor short-sighted friend.” 





Mail Robber Caught.—On the 
29th ult. a robbery of the mail was 
committed at Dr. Cochran’s farm. 
8 miles from Lexington, Ky. The 
robber was pursued, overtaken be- 
tween Maysville, Ky and West U- 
nion, Ohio, brought back to Lexing- 
ton, examined before Judge Todd, 
and committed for trial at the Fe- 
deral Circuit Court for Kentucky in 
November next. He turns out to be 
the notorious Jolin Reese, whom 
Judge Byrd twice discharged when 
arraigned for mail-robbery in Ohio. 





Extract of a letter from Paris, dated 
13th June, 1823. 

‘The news from Spain has become 
‘Jess encouraging for the French ar- 
‘my. The departure of the King from 
‘Seville to Cadiz ts likely to prolong 
‘the war, and it appears by the Moni- 
iteur this morning, that Mina has 
‘shown himself on the frontiers of 
France, which circumstance will re- 
‘tard the operations at Madrid. Our 
| 


‘coast is also much anroyed by the 





Y' Spanish cruisers, who have made 


‘some valuable captures. These cir- 


'cumstances may sensibly affect the 


state of our markets, which have been 


crime, committed in the same way. ' for two months nearly in a complete 


Both supposed to be under the exer-/ state of suspense.” 
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AGRICULTURAL. 

From the Aibany Plough Boy. 

From the first settlement of A- 
merica, lands have always been con- 
sidered so plenty and so cheap by 
our predecessors, that little atten- 
tion has heretofore been had to 
economise the soil. Recently, from 
a variety of concurring circumstan- 
ces, especiaily from the stimulating 
measures o! numerous agricultural 
societies, it is found much to the in- 
terest and happiness of individuals 
to renovate worn out lands, as they 
have been called, in preference to 
submitting to the privations and 
miseries of seeking new lands in 
distant regions. Among numerous 
successful experiments to renovate 
worn out lands, the following well 
authenticated fact is worthy the 
notice of every farmer. David 
Lawton a Quaker farmer, from 
Rhode Island, settled some years 
ago in the town of Washington, 
Dutches county, 13 miles east of 
Poughkeepsie. His neighbour, 
Amos Herrick, pressed him for 
some time to purchase 20 acres of 
land adjoining his farm, which had 
been lying in common, as worn 
out abandoned land, for seven years. 
At length Lawton purchased the 
20 acres at $5 an acre, payable in 
Gve vears without interest, with the 
privilege to abandon at the termina- 
tion ofthat period. Lawton’s pur- 
chase was the sport of the neighbor- 
hood; it was pronounced worth no- 
thing, as it was subject to a small 
tax, and that even mullen would not 
srowonit. Theensuing spring, 
Lawton fenced in the 20 acres with 
subst@ntial rails, and proceeded as 
follows. 

Hirst year ploughed caeep, sowed 
oats, and patonS quarts oj clove: 
seed; and a bushel of plaster, imme- 
diately after sowing, to the acre; 
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land soon after the field became 
green, a second bushel of plaster 
to the acre: left the crop to rot on 
the ground, and permitted no crea- 
ture torun on the land. 

Second year, put on another, 
bushel of plaster tothe acre in the 
spring; there was a good crop of 
clover, which was again left to rot 
on the ground, and no creature per- 
mitted to feed on it. 

Third year. nothing was done in 
the spring, but a vigorous growth 
of clover covered the whole twenty 
acres, whicb was ploughed in with 
4 oxen to a good depth; the whole 
field smoked while the clover was 
in a state of decomposition. As 
soon as it was sufficiently rotted, 
the field was cross ploughed, and 
when mellowed it was thoroughly 
ploughed fora crop of wheat,which 
was neatly got in, and in sufflcient 
quantity in the month of September. 
_ In the 4th year, reaped as fine 
a crop of wheat as Dutches county 
had ever produced, which sold for 
two dollarsa bushel. Lawton paid 
the purchase money before it was 
due, refunded all his expenses, la- 
bour included, and had $20 in 
pocket. Two years after refused 
$90 an acre for the same land, and 
fairly turned the tables upon his 
sneering neighbours. ‘The soil was 
a dark loam intermixed with coarse 
gravel. 
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